Christlike Life of Lahiri Mahasaya                          323
The wife came to India some months later. Meeting
Lahiri Mahasaya, she gazed at him reverently.
"Sir," she said, "it was your form, haloed in glorious
light, that I beheld months ago by my sickbed in London.
At that moment I was completely healed! Soon after, I
was able to undertake the long ocean voyage to India."
Day after day the sublime guru initiated one or two
devotees into Kriya Yoga. In addition to these spiritual
duties and to the responsibilities of his business and family
life, the great master took an enthusiastic interest in edu-
cation. He organized many study groups and played an
active part in the growth of a large high school in Bengali-
tola section of Banaras. At weekly meetings, which came
to be called his "Gita Assembly,*' the guru expounded the
scriptures to many eager truth seekers,
By these manifold activities Lahiri Mahasaya sought to
answer the common challenge: "After performing one's
business and social duties, where is the time for devo-
tional meditation?" The harmoniously balanced life of
the great householder-guru became the inspiration of
thousands of men and women. Earning only a modest
salary, thrifty, unostentatious, accessible to all, the master
carried on naturally and happily in the path of disciplined
worldly life.
Though ensconced in the seat of the Supreme One,
Lahiri Mahasaya showed reverence to all men, irrespec-
tive of their differing merits, Whenever his devotees
saluted him, he bowed in turn to them. With a childlike
humility, the master often touched the feet of others, but
seldom allowed them to pay him similar honour, even
though such obeisance toward the guru is an ancient
Oriental custom.
A significant feature of Lahiri Mahasaya's life was his
gift of Kriya initiation to those of every religion. Not
Hindus only, but Moslems and Christians were among his
foremost disciples. Monists and dualists, those of various
faith or of no established faith, were impartially received
and instructed by the universal guru. One of his highly
advanced chelas was Abdul Gufoor Khan, a Moslem.
Lahiri Mahasaya, belonging himself to the highest or
Brahmin caste, made courageous efforts to dissolve the
rigid caste bigotry of his time- Those from every walk of 1